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VEAP’s Gala moves 
online! November 13

Fall 2020

Call to action: seeking 
volunteers 

Mobile Food Pantry back 
on the move

Call to Action: extra volunteers needed this season 

 

Leave a lasting impact...
VEAP welcomes planned gift commitments 
through a bequest, charitable giving plan, 
or other options. We would be honored 
to support you or your financial advisor in  
navigating this process.  
 
Please contact our Advancement Director, 
Kari Thompson at karit@veap.org or call 
952.955.8310 to get started. 

Giving made easy: Simply text “veap” to 56651 to make a donation right from your smart phone.

You may have heard about the coming hunger crisis and new data 
predicting that an additional 275,000 Minnesotans — including 112,000 

children — will face hunger in the upcoming months. As a result, our 
food bank supplier, Second Harvest Heartland, is preparing for a 70% 
increase in demand for food through the remainder of 2020 and into 
2021. This means that more than 31 million pounds of additional 

food — or 25 million additional meals — will be needed to feed families 
experiencing hunger across Minnesota in the coming months of 2020.

This is why we need your help. With many of our long-time volunteers 
unable to support us because of the pandemic and many of our new 

volunteers returning to work after furloughs, we are predicting a 
shortage of volunteer support in the coming months. 

Specifically, we are seeking volunteers to fill shifts from 11:15 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 2:15-5:15 p.m. Monday-Friday, October-March. 

These volunteers would:

• Sort and bag produce and stock pantry with food   
• Gather participant feedback on food choices when they arrive 

• Fill participant orders in our pantry area    
• Load participant vehicles with groceries once orders are complete

If you are able to help, please contact Courtney Flug, Volunteer 
Director, courtneyf@veap.org or call 952.955.8325. Thank you!

It’s here!  VEAP’s 2019 
Annual Report is now 

available online at  
veap.org/2019AR

 Learn all about our impact 
last year, as well as our 

financial standing. You may 
also request a paper copy 

by emailing us at  
info@veap.org



Join us! VEAP’s Gala happening online November 13

Host a watch party!  
Make a big impact and 
gather with a few friends 
at your home to stream 
VEAP’s Gala. You could 
also host a Zoom party 
to stay socially-distanced. 
Get started at veap.org/
watchparty where you can 
download a helpful how-to 
guide to get started.

VEAP’s Mobile Food Pantry 
back on the move...

Virtua l Gala
November 13, 2020
7 p.m.

Thank you to our sponsors!

Robert and Sally Purvis

From VEAP’s 
CEO
Dear supporters, 

We could all use 
some hope right now. 
Something positive to 
look forward to. A sense 
of confidence that a 
need or desire—for ourselves, a loved one, or even 
people we don’t know—has the real possibility of 
being fulfilled. 

At VEAP, we believe in the power of hope. We 
want to be a source of hope for people who find 
themselves in situations where they just need a 
little boost to make ends meet this month—perhaps 
some food or housing support to get through this 
challenging time in our country’s history.

The good news is that I see hope clearly here at 
VEAP. Hope is hundreds of volunteers continuing 
to give their time and energy to provide food to our 
neighbors who have been hit hard over the past 
six months. Hope is 3.1 million pounds of food—
including 1.5 million pounds of fresh produce—
distributed to children, youth, adults and seniors this 
year through our drive-up food system and home 
deliveries.  Hope is $1.2 million in housing assistance 
to struggling households keeping more than 750 
families safe in their homes through this health and 
economic crisis. 

There are many ways that you can help us bring 
glimpses of hope to our communities this fall and 
winter. Participate in our virtual gala on November 
13 (RSVP link now live at veap.org/gala2020). Sign 
up for a weekly or monthly volunteer shift. Make a 
financial donation to help us winterize our facility 
and parking lot for six more months of drive-up food 
distribution. However you choose to get involved, 
know you’re acting as a small beacon of hope.

Joseph McDonald, CEO

Much has changed at VEAP 

since this spring, including 

the scope and reach of our 

Mobile Food Pantry. To ensure 

the health and safety of the 

families that had been visiting 

our seven sites, VEAP made the collaborative 

choice to temporarily suspend Mobile Pantry 

services in March. 

We’re happy to now share that we’re back up 

and running! VEAP’s team has made special 

adjustments to the usage of the pantry and 

have worked with our partners at Dar-Al-Farooq 

Islamic Center, Normandale Community College, 

Southgate Apartments, and Upper Post (Fort 

Snelling) to implement proper safety measures 

while individuals pick up their food items from 

outdoor tables. Hand sanitizer is readily available 

for participants to use as well. Each month—

weather permitting—we’ll be making stops at 

these locations to make sure that everyone who 

needs access to food this season has it. 

If you’re interested in learning more about the 

Mobile Food Pantry, please connect with our 

Mobile Food Services Manager, Sean Trenary: 

seant@veap.org

Due to the pandemic, VEAP has made the decision to move 

our biggest yearly fundraising event completely online. Will 

you join us for a fun virtual evening featuring one-of-a-kind 

auction items, musical entertainment and much more? 

Everyone is invited to tune into this free streaming event, 

which will include diverse opportunities  

to financially support our mission 

of ending hunger and housing 

instability in our community. 

The evening’s events will kick off 

at 7 p.m. on Friday, November 

13 with Emmy-award winning 

emcee and entertainer, Jearlyn 

Steele, who will lead our audience 

through an action-packed 30 minutes. 

You’ll experience music, a special video featuring volunteer 

and participant voices, and interactive ways to engage with 

VEAP. Please early register today. We’ll “see” you then!

Visit veap.org/gala2020 to register now or 
fill out the enclosed slip to RSVP!
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