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Dear supporters,  
 
2024 was a milestone year for VEAP as 
we celebrated 50 years of service to our 
community. This incredible achievement is 
a testament to the dedication of our staff, 
volunteers, and supporters like you, who have 
helped us meet the growing needs of our 
neighbors year after year. Your generosity 
and commitment continue to fuel our 
mission, ensuring that families facing food 
insecurity and housing instability receive 
critical help.

Last year, we saw firsthand how economic 
pressures, including the rising cost of living, 
continued to impact individuals and families 
in our community. More people than ever 
turned to VEAP for support, and thanks 
to your contributions—whether through 
donations, volunteer hours, or advocacy— 
we were able to meet them with compassion 
and resources. From expanding our pantry 
services to strengthening our housing 
assistance programs, your support allowed us 
to provide not only immediate relief but also 
long-term stability for those in need.

As we look toward the future, VEAP 
remains committed to innovation and 
collaboration, ensuring that no one in our 
community faces hunger or homelessness 
alone. Our Social Services team continues 
to provide wraparound support tailored to 
each household’s unique needs, helping 
families move toward financial and housing 
security. We are also working to strengthen 
partnerships with local organizations, 
schools, and businesses to expand our reach 
and create sustainable solutions to poverty.

Together, we are building a stronger, 
healthier community!
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MISSION
Together we create pathways to stronger, more 
hopeful communities through access to healthy 
food, housing stability, and supportive services. 

VISION
A thriving community where all are free to 

pursue their dreams!

CEO LETTER

Ross Widmoyer, President                      
Faribault Woolen Mill Co. 

Dion Evans, Vice President                                     
BJ’s Wholesale Club

Joe Bauer, Treasurer           
Tradition Capital Bank

Molly McCormick, Co-Secretary           
Portico Healthnet   

Brianna Williamson, Co-Secretary             
BMO Wealth Management

Margaret Brandt 
Wings Credit Union

Katie Burns 
10,000 Lakes Consulting

Anne Clarrissimeaux 
Marketing Consultant

Jim DeBuse 
Ameriprise Financial

Josh Gerber 
Optum

Sarah Hong  
Kebenaren Consulting

Laura Perreault 
Target Corporation

Shawn Nelson           
New Spaces

Jeff Rodgers          
University of Minnesota Foundation

Megan Rogers                 
Larkin Hoffman

Corinne Shepherd  
Blue Cross Blue Shield, retired

Michelle Swanson                                
Xcel Energy

Chris Westergaard 
Ameriprise Financial

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kari Thompson 
Chief Executive Officer

Marnie Anderson          
Finance Director

Jose Aviles 
Warehouse Specialist 

Ashley Carter 
Case Management Assistant

Trisha Gilbert 
Program Manager

Karen Hancock 
Volunteer Manager

Jennifer Harrison 
Vice President of Advancement

Riley Hauch 
Volunteer Coordinator

Jessica Hering 
Social Services Director

Paul Jacobson 
Basic Needs Director 

Aaron Kapinos 
Grant Writer

Lesley Kraft 
Advancement Coordinator

Yashira Lebron Figueroa 
Junior Case Manager

Amy Lon 
Human Resources Director

Caley Long 
Marketing & Communications 

Director

Kira Mattson 
Case Manager

Melissa Maurer 
Database Coordinator

James McCants Jr. 
Social Worker 

Chris Nellis 
Retail Rescue Driver

Becky Patton 
Communications & Outreach 

Coordinator

Dave Rannow 
Distribution Manager

Salomon Roman 
Senior Case Manager

Nathan Rust 
Food Operations & Sourcing 

Manager

Nicole Rust 
Program Support Coordinator                 

Miles Sandbo 
Mobile Food Coordinator

Gabriela Sicard 
Bilingual Intake Specialist
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2024 IMPACT HIGHLIGHTS

4,663,936  
pounds of food distributed

256,175
individuals supported by 
our food programming

$630,000
 in financial assistance granted

485 
households received  
financial assistance

ANNUAL REPORT 2024 / PAGE 3



ANNUAL REPORT 2024 / PAGE 4

VEAP celebrates
50 years of service
On June 11, 2024 we held 
a community-wide block 
party to commemorate 
our five decades of impact. 
Over 700 people RSVP’d to 
celebrate with us.

Fifty Years of VEAP is Published!
Author and volunteer Doris Rubenstein brings to life the inspiring 
journey of our organization. Through rich storytelling, she offers 
an intimate look at the people, churches, and community 
supporters who made VEAP the vital resource it is today.



2024 PROGRAM UPDATES 
  

Food and Basic Needs  VEAP expanded into Food 
Rescue initiatives, hiring a full-time Retail Rescue Driver and 
leasing a commercial truck to collect food from local grocery 
stores, ensuring another access point for our visitors.   

4.6 million pounds of food distributed  41% produce 

256,175 people accessed food programming  
25% increase in demand year-over-year 

118% rise in households requesting express food packs

Social Services  VEAP’s team launches two responsive pilot 
programs, Rapid ReHousing and Senior Bridge Subsidy, to 
support people at imminent risk of homelessness and seniors 
in unaffordable housing situations.

$635K in housing grants to  485 households

710 households received financial support  
                 with transportation

251 gift cards distributed to families in need

“I can only lift VEAP up in praise from being not only financial and 
food support but mostly emotionally supportive during some very 

dark occurrences throughout the years... true angels.” -Debbie

“Because of you guys I was able to complete school, get my 
esthetician certificate, and find a job to provide for me 
and my family. If it wasn’t for VEAP I don’t know where 
I would be. I’m forever grateful.” -Jamie

710
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Standing with our community in 
uncertain times...

In 2024, Minnesotans continued to turn to food 
pantries in record numbers, making over 8 million 
visits statewide—a heartbreaking new high and 
a clear sign that the need remains urgent and 
widespread. At VEAP, we experienced our busiest 
year ever, surpassing the record-breaking demand 
of 2023 as more individuals and families faced 
rising costs and economic uncertainty.

We are deeply humbled to walk alongside anyone 
in our community experiencing a difficult chapter. 
Whether it’s a cart full of nutritious food or a 
connection to housing support, our staff and 
volunteers work one-on-one with neighbors to 
help build stability and restore hope.

VEAP asks basic demographic questions so we 
can better understand who is coming through our 
doors and adjust our services accordingly. Here’s a 
snapshot of the people VEAP served...

66% families(2-9 people in the home)
34% single people
25% single parents

8% seniors (age 65+)

Average household made  
6.22 pantry visits throughout the year 

79% of households earned less  
than $2,500/month

“My family has been receiving food from 
VEAP. We are 4. I am immigrant in this 
country. My husband got diagnosed with 

diabetes and became unemployed. We 
struggled a lot... Since the beginning we 

received a lot of help and love from the people 
at VEAP... Nowadays I am getting my food 
delivered to my house since one of my kids is 
autistic and my husband is using the car to 

work. VEAP staff & volunteers are angels and 
very caring for the customers.” -Magdalena
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WHO USES VEAP?



 

CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS

$2,089,847
cost-savings to VEAP because of volunteers*

*as determined by the 2024 Independent Sector Value of $29.95 per volunteer hour 

69,778
total hours volunteered 

1,119 
volunteers in 2024

33.5 
full-time equivalent staff positions filled 

by volunteers

In 2024, VEAP volunteers supported nearly every corner of our organization –
working behind the scenes and on the front lines to serve our visitors with care and 
compassion. They contributed over 44,000 hours in the food pantry alone, along 
with 11,600 hours supporting participant intake and 4,200 hours delivering food 
through our Mobile Pantry program. Behind the scenes, volunteers gave over 3,000 
hours to support volunteer coordination, orientations, and education, and another 
1,800 hours through group volunteering events. Their efforts also extended to 
governance, with over 300 hours donated by board and committee members.  
 
Whether stocking shelves, answering calls, training new volunteers, or delivering 
groceries to a neighbor’s door, their impact was immeasurable – and absolutely 
essential to VEAP’s ability to meet the rising needs in our community.
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$100,000+
Calvary Lutheran Church of Edina

City of Richfield

Hunger Solutions Minnesota

Kopp Family Foundation

Second Harvest Heartland

$99,999 - $50,000
Allianz Life Insurance Company of North America

Martin and Esther Capp Family Foundation

City of Bloomington

C. Curtis Dunnavan Fund

The Four Leaf Clover Foundation

Hennepin County CAHFD

Hennepin County CDBG

$49,999 - $25,000
Charlson Foundation

Chorzempa Family Foundation

Family Housing Fund

Halstead Giving Account

Michael Morris and Robin Durst

Rachel T. Pennig Estate - Pennig Family Trust

Robert and Sally Purvis

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

The Trustmark Foundation

UCare Minnesota

Western National Insurance

$24,999 - $10,000
Abrams Giving Fund

Greg and Pam Anderson

Andrea and Chris Baumgardner

Edward R. Bazinet Charitable Foundation

Bloomington Community Foundation

C.H. Robinson

Darrell and Lynne 
Christensen

City of Edina

Emergency Food and 
Shelter Program (EFSP)

Estate of Marie Ann 
Baumgartner

Anne Marie and James Gavel

Jennifer Gill

Gustavus II Adolphus Society

Hennepin County Administration

Hennepin County FHPAP

Roger and Pat Kerber

Robert and Judith Kleinman Charitable Fund

Lakewinds Natural Foods

Karin L. Larson Fund

Margaret Longlet

Jessica MacEntee

Dorthy Malin

Meetinghouse Church

Normandale Lutheran Church

Lana Ossanna

Richfield United Methodist Church

Robert and Jean Rydell Charitable Fund

Margo Sprengeler

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Stevens Square Foundation

Rosemary Townsend

United Health Group

Jim and Jodi Young

Larry and Victoria Zobel
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THANK YOU 2024 DONORS



$9,999 - $5,000
AbleNet Inc.

Terri and Boz Albinson

Allina Health Foundation

AMVETS Post #1 Home Inc

Andersen Corporate 
Foundation

AT&T

Barr Engineering Company

Bloomington Lions Club

Bloomington Rotary Club 
Foundation

BMO Wealth Management 

Jana Brown

Calvary Christian Reformed 
Church

Chapel Hills United Church of 
Christ

Christopher Chow

Peter and Christy Conrad

Michael Debelak and  
Janet Conn

John and Lauren Duda

Anne Duff

John K. Ellingboe Fund

James and Christina Furber

The Rob and Carolyn  
Goedken Fund

Good Samaritan United 
Methodist Church

Grace Lutheran Church

Paul and Nancy Gubrud

Noelle Hawton

Helios Foundation

Hennington-Hoff Family  
Giving Fund

Melinda and Curtis Hiepler

Paul and Sue Justen

Stephen Kenney

Frances Kotsonas

Mary Kurth

Lakewinds Natural Foods

Larkin Hoffman Daly and 
Lindgren Ltd

The Eric Larson and Geeta 
Dash Charitable Fund

Larson Family Gift Fund

The LeDoux Foundation

Harry and Pam Lienke

Cori and Christopher Loyd

Mitchell Family Gift Fund

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church

Nativity of Mary Catholic 
Church

Normandale Hylands United 
Methodist Church

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

Ocean Park Advisors

Okonek Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Peace Lutheran Church

Bob and Kimberly Pederson

The Porter Legacy Fund

Prime Together Foundation

R. E. Purvis & Associates, Inc.

The RAK Charitable Fund

Matthew Rench

Richfield Lutheran Church

John and Leslie Rimstad

Jeff and Meghan Rodgers

Rosborough Family Fund

Richard and Susan Rud

Mallory Ruppert and Shawn 
Rickett

Ruth and Fred Sauer  
Charitable Fund

Sensata Technologies 
Foundation

SFM Mutual Insurance 
Company

Simmons Consulting Inc

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church

Stiles Foundation

Siri Strommen

Tankenoff Families Foundation

Thrivent Financial Services

Tim and Linda Ribbens Donor 
Advised Fund

Tradition Capital Bank

US Water Alliance

James & Lynn Wangen 
Charitable Fund

Martha and Scott Weicht

Bree and Jeremy Williamson

Wings Financial Federal  
Credit Union

Michael and Marikay Wolf

Marvel and John Yager
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SUSTAINER’S CIRCLE 
MEMBERS
Sustainer’s Circle members 
give monthly, providing the 
dependable support that 
helps VEAP show up for our 
neighbors—every single day. 

Michele Abita

David Abshire

Dean and Martha Adolph

Dami Aduayi and Maggie 
Wahutu-Aduayi

Nobuhiko and Marilyn Akimoto

Mike and Jodi Alley

Susan Allison

Larry and Kathryn Anderson

Marnie and Adam Anderson

William and Beverly Bailey

Donald Banghart

Ronald and Jane Barnes

Jean Beyer

David and Barbara Bipes

Angel Bird

Alan and Susan Bongaarts

Brad Borkenhagen

Martin Borts

Judy Buckley

Mary Burgess

Alina Campana

Julie Casey

Sean Casserly

Jose and Marni Chamorro

Paul Chapman

Catherine Cheeseman

Carol Chiros

Christopher Chow

Laura Christensen

Jill Christianson

Kevin and Patty Cole

Lee Cross

Rosalyn and Eugene Crossen

Gretchen Crow

Lona Dallessandro

Colleen De Vries

Pam DeLaittre

Michael Devor

James DeVos and  
Michelle Sether

Karen and Chris Diller

Jacquie Drake

Sara and Andrew Drenner

Donna and Kevin Drummond

Diane Dunlevy

Grant Ebeling

Marian Eisner

Pamela Endean and  
Colleen Carey

Michelle Erickson

James and Sylvia Farrells

Jeanne Femrite

Julia Fisher

Enneth Frohman

Bonnie Gjelhaug

Nils Gokemeijer

James Goodman

Danielle Green 

Emily Groepper

Diane Grossman

John and Vi Guderian

Jessica Hahn

Joan Hanson

Peter Hanson

Marie Hicks

David and Carol Hobart

Louis and Anne Holzman

John Houle

Richard and Lois Humbert

Evan and Renee Jackson

Renee Jackson

Paul Jacobson and Diane  
Treat-Jacobson

James Jaffe

Rachel Jensen

Brian and Lou Ann Johnson

Laurie Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Sue Johnson

Wayne and Susan Johnson

Christine and Russell Jurek

Julie Kahlow

Maria and Jason Kalin

Dennis and Kay Kane

Pat Kelliher

Susan Kelly

Mary Kemen

Paul and Kathleen Klis

Ryan Knox

Timothy and Deb Krieg

George Krueger

Amanda Kueper

Marit Kvamme

Karen and Brandon Larson

Michael and Bridget Lueck

Craig Lundeen

Diane and Don MacLennan
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Kate Malczewski

Rachel Mammen

Robert and Joyce McBeath

Robert and Dode Miller

Robert and Mary Moncur

Katie Muhlbach

Jan Nordstrom

Jeanne Norrgard

Virginia Olsen

Johanna Osman

Ann Osterhus

James and Lynn Palin

Richard and Nancy Peacha

Mark and Celine Perkins

Susan Perko

Nick and Krystle Piazza

Maija Pierson

Linda Porter

Dorothy Queen

Matthew Rasmussen

Jessica Rice

Adam and Michelle Roberts

Paige and Charles Rohman

Philip and Sheryl Rose

Roger Rose

Kristine Runyon

Mallory Ruppert and  
Shawn Rickett

Terry and Cathy Rutter

David and Cheryl Scadlock

Robin Schreder

Anne and Paul Scoggin

John Servais

James and Julie Seward

Shelley Simmonds

Dee Smith

Timothy and Ellen Spika

Reidun and Kenneth Stack

Suzanne and Joseph Stenglein

George and Janet Stevens

Brian and Traci Strittmater

Emma Struss

James Sturdevant

Dennis Sultany

Bradley Sveum

Sten Taracks

Kelly Taschler

Linda and Mark Thiltgen

Emily Thompson

Holley Thompson

David Toht and Rebecca 
Anderson

Michael and Carol Tveite

Nicholas and Courtney 
Tygesson

Dan Vahle

Kathy Vaughan

Jason and Maggie Vecchio

Sara Voigts

Amy Wagner

Jonathan and Maricarol 
Wallace

Steve Wentworth

Steven Williams and  
Dan Gardner

Paige Winebarger

Tammy Wood-Behnke

Alexandra Zayed

Thank you to all our 
2024 donors—your 
generosity, in every 
amount, made a real 
and lasting impact in 

our community.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2024 FISCAL YEAR 

To view VEAP’s 2024 audited financials visit:  
veap.org/about/financials

ASSETSREVENUE

EXPENSES

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

VEAP held our 50th Golden Gala in 
November, raising over $360,000! Hundreds 
of people attended in their best gold attire 

to celebrate our five decades of impact.

Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Inventories 
Accounts Receivable 
Grants Receivable 
Prepaid Expenses 
Property & Equipment (net) 
 
TOTAL ASSETS

$3,169,166 
$133,338 

$3,978 
$109,316 
$53,085 

$4,198,396 
 

$7,667,279

Total Liabilities 
Total Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 
Total Unrestricted Net Assets 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

$3,543,922 
$0 

$4,123,357 
 

$7,667,279Individuals 
46%

Miscellaneous 
Revenue 
3%Corporate 

5%

Foundations
12%

Agency/Government 
19%

Faith Communities 
5%

Rent/Lease
10%

Food & 
Basic 
Needs 
Program 
82%

Fundraising 
3%

Management & 
Administration 

5%

Social Services 
Program 

10%
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YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN
- THANK YOU 2024 DONORS & SUPPORTERS -

9600 Aldrich Avenue South 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420
veap.org  •  952.888.9616


