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Dear supporters,  
 
This past year reminded us just how quickly 
stability can shift for so many families 
in our community. When the federal 
government shutdown in the fall, the 
impact was immediate. Paychecks were 
delayed, benefits disrupted, and uncertainty 
grew. Families who were already carefully 
balancing their budgets suddenly found 
themselves facing impossible choices 
between making rent and buying groceries.  

And almost just as quickly, you showed 
up. Because of your generosity and 
commitment, our shelves remained stocked 
and our team was able to respond with 
compassion and care. VEAP’s volunteer 
corps stepped forward and donors gave 
generously. In a moment when many 
felt shaken, VEAP remained a place of 
steadiness and dignity.

Throughout the year, we built pathways that 
moved families beyond immediate crisis. 
Access to healthy food is often the first step 
but it does not end there. VEAP’s social 
services team walked alongside households 
navigating job changes, rising costs, and 
unexpected setbacks, helping them move 
toward lasting stability and renewed hope.

The need remains high as economic 
pressures continue to affect many of 
our neighbors. But what also remains is 
something powerful: a community that 
cares deeply and acts generously. Together, 
we are doing more than responding 
to hardship. We are creating stronger 
foundations for families to thrive. Thank you 
for being part of this work and for standing 
with your neighbors when it matters most.

Warmly,

Molly McCormick, Chair           
Portico Healthnet   
Joe Bauer, Vice-Chair        
Tradition Capital Bank

Margaret Brandt, Treasurer 
Wings Credit Union

Jim DeBuse, Co-Secretary 
Ameriprise Financial

Brianna Williamson, Co-Secretary             
BMO Wealth Management

Katie Burns 
10,000 Lakes Consulting

Anne Clarrissimeaux 
Marketing Consultant

Dion Evans                                      
BJ’s Wholesale Club

Josh Gerber 
Optum

Sarah Hong  
Kebenaren Consulting

Shawn Nelson           
New Spaces

Laura Perreault 
Target Corporation

Jeff Rodgers          
University of Minnesota Foundation

Megan Rogers                 
Larkin Hoffman

Corinne Shepherd  
Blue Cross Blue Shield, retired

Michelle Swanson                                
Xcel Energy

Chris Westergaard 
Ameriprise Financial

Ross Widmoyer                     
Faribault Woolen Mill Co. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kari Thompson 
Chief Executive Officer

Marnie Anderson          
Finance Director

Jose Aviles 
Warehouse Specialist 

Tom Bennett 
Case Manager

Emily Burck 
Individual Giving Manager  
Trisha Gilbert 
Program Manager

Karen Hancock 
Volunteer Manager

Jennifer Harrison 
Vice President of Advancement

Riley Hauch 
Volunteer Coordinator

Jessica Hering 
Director of Social Services and 
Program Compliance

Paul Jacobson 
Basic Needs Director 

Aaron Kapinos 
Grant Writer

Caley Long 
Marketing & Communications Director

Melissa Maurer 
Database Coordinator

Chris Nellis 
Retail Rescue Driver

Becky Patton 
Communications & Outreach 
Coordinator

Julian Moreno Polanco 
Food Pantry Specialist

Emily Roberts 
Facilities Coordinator

Nissa Rolf 
Advancement Coordinator

Salomon Roman 
Senior Case Manager

Nathan Rust 
Food Operations & Sourcing Manager

Nicole Rust 
Program Support Coordinator                 

Miles Sandbo 
Mobile Food Coordinator

Joi Singleton 
Case Manager

STAFF*

MISSION
Together we create pathways to stronger, more 
hopeful communities through access to healthy 
food, housing stability, and supportive services. 

VISION
A thriving community where all are free to 

pursue their dreams!

CEO LETTER
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4,083,736  
pounds of food distributed

255,397
visits from neighbors 

accessing food 

$698,263
 in financial assistance granted

2025 HIGHLIGHTS

909 
individuals received  
financial assistance

 

“I’m living today in my apartment because of VEAP. Thank you so 
much-- I wake up in the morning and say my first prayers for all 

the help I’ve received... Wherever you go, you hear good things about 
VEAP. That’s a blessing. Thank you all for helping me. I am so 

grateful for everything you are doing for me and my family. Thank you 
for taking your time to serve us.”  -Lupita
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2025 PROGRAM UPDATES 

4.1 million pounds of food distributed to  44% produce  

21,760 individuals accessed food programming  
3,403,113 total meals equivalent of distributed food

Social Services  In 2025, you helped 909 individuals stay 
housed and stable by providing support for rent, utilities, 
deposits, and emergency needs. Together, we directed more 
than $689,000 to landlords and utility providers on behalf of 
renters—keeping families in their homes and the lights on. 
With average rental assistance increasing 28%, and total utility 
support nearly doubling, your generosity made it possible to 
meet the growing need.

“The staff is extremely welcoming. Even during very hard times, I 
never feel judged for my situation. The friendliness and compassion 
here are incredible. From check-in to checkout, everyone greets you 
with a smile.”  -Anaya

Food and Basic Needs  This past year saw an exciting expansion 
in mobile pantry partnerships, where food is brought directly into 
neighborhoods where transportation and time are real barriers. 
Instead of rearranging work schedules or coordinating rides, neighbors 
accessed healthy food closer to home, in places they already knew and 
trusted. Because of you, anyone in need can receive nutritious food 
with minimal questions asked. Since 2021, the number of neighbors 
served has more than doubled, a direct reflection of your support. 

$650K in rental & deposit assistance to  622 individuals

$2,187 average rental assistance payment

$40K in utility assistance granted to 150 people

PAGE 5 / ANNUAL REPORT 2025



WHO USED VEAP IN 2025?

For thousands of neighbors 
across the Twin Cities, 2025 
brought hardship that arrived 
quietly and urgently—for 
working families already 
stretched thin, for seniors whose 
fixed incomes couldn’t keep 
pace with rising costs, for single 
parents carrying everything 
alone, and for new arrivals still 
learning where to turn for help.

Nearly 22,000 of them found VEAP. And 
because of the generosity of donors and 
volunteers like you—who believe no 
neighbor should face hardship alone—
VEAP was ready. What they shared was a 
moment of need and what we offered was 
a community determined to help.

6,631 children served 

72% BIPOC households

27% Spanish-speaking 
3 people in average household

78% earn under $40k/year

4 pantry visits per year (median) 

40% visited the pantry just 
once or twice in 2025
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CELEBRATING OUR VOLUNTEERS

$2,529,740
cost-savings to VEAP because of volunteers

*as determined by the 2025 Independent Sector Value of $38.16 per volunteer hour 

66,293
total hours volunteered 

1,549 
volunteers in 2025

32 
full-time equivalent staff positions  

filled by volunteers

Our volunteers allow VEAP to direct more of every 
donated dollar directly to neighbors in need.

From the pantry floor to mobile routes across the Twin Cities, volunteers were 
present in nearly every corner of our work. More than 40,000 hours were 

spent directly in the pantry: stocking shelves, supporting visitors, and keeping 
operations running day after day. Another 11,571 hours went to pantry participant 

intake, ensuring every neighbor who called or walked through our doors was 
greeted with care. Volunteers also drove vans, delivered food to homebound 

neighbors, and supported social services behind the scenes. Corporate teams and 
community groups contributed nearly 5,000 additional hours throughout the year.  

 
In a year defined by uncertainty, our volunteers showed up—and VEAP simply 

could not do this work without them.
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$100,000+
City of Bloomington

City of Edina

Hennepin County

Inez Gustafson

Kopp Family Foundation

The Food Group

James Winker Family Trust

$99,999 - $50,000
Allianz Life Insurance Company 
of North America

Martin & Esther Capp  
Family Fund

Chorzempa Family Foundation

City of Richfield

C. Curtis Dunnavan Fund

The Trustmark Foundation

Wings Financial Federal  
Credit Union

$49,999 - $25,000
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable 
Foundation

Charlson Foundation

James & Christina Furber

Hunger Solutions Minnesota

Michael Morris & Robin Durst

Lana Ossanna

Patricia Phibbs

SandCastle Foundation

Kathleen Simo

United Health Group

Anita Welch

Western National Insurance

$24,999 - $10,000
AbleNet Inc.

Abrams Giving Fund

Pamela Anderson

Joe Bauer

Andrea & Chris Baumgardner

BMO Wealth Management

Calvary Christian Reformed 
Church

C.H. Robinson

Chapel Hills United Church  
of Christ

Darrell & Lynne Christensen

The Ted & Karen Contag Family 
Fund

CorTrust Bank

Crown Bank

Nick & Ashley Davis  
Charitable Fund

Michael Debelak & Janet Conn

Anne Marie & James Gavel

Halstead Giving Account

John K. Ellingboe Fund

Roger & Pat Kerber

Robert & Judith Kleinman 
Charitable Fund

Lakewinds Natural Foods

Karin L. Larson Fund

Margaret Longlet

Jessica MacEntee

Anne McElroy

Meetinghouse Church

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church

Nativity of Mary Catholic 
Church

Normandale Lutheran Church

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

Okonek Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Pedersen Charitable Fund

The Bennett & Mary Porter 
Legacy Fund

Robert & Sally Purvis

Matthew Rench

Jeff & Meghan Rodgers

Robert & Jean Rydell  
Charitable Fund

S W Metro Pickleball Club

Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation

Sensata Technologies 
Foundation

Shakopee Mdewakanton  
Sioux Community

Margo Sprengeler

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Stevens Square Foundation

Stiles Foundation

Thermo King Corporation

Thrivent Financial

Rosemary Townsend

Martha & Scott Weicht

Bree & Jeremy Williamson

Xcel Energy

Dr. Larry & Victoria Zobel
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$9,999 - $5,000
Marijo Aguilera

Terri & Boz Albinson

Allina Health

American Heart Association

Andersen Corporate 
Foundation

AssetHR Inc.

Philip & Alex Bowles

Sara Brenner Hong &  
David Brenner

Jana Brown

Paul & Barbara Chapman

Kenneth & Geraldine Chavis

Christopher Chow

Community of the Cross 
Lutheran Church

Peter & Christy Conrad Fund

Jim & Jacque DeBuse

Andrea Eaton

Brian & Miriam Ebeling

Mike & Mary Jo Elliott

Margaret Fisher-Jullie &  
Jerome Jullie

Megan Foreman

Karen Frick

General Dynamics Mission 
Systems, Inc.

Gibbs Family Fund

Glesmann Family  
Foundation Fund

The Rob & Carolyn  
Goedken Fund

Debbie & Tor Goettel

Lana Gooby

James Goodman

Paul & Nancy Gubrud

Noelle & Travis Hawton

Head Family Foundation

Henderson Family Foundation

Melinda & Curtis Hiepler

Lindsey Hiepler

Robert & Sharon Johnson 
Charitable Fund

Donald & Dolores Johnston

Stephen Kenney

Heather Kirsebom

Carol & Thomas Kubic

Mary Kurth

Kate Langenohl

Larkin Hoffman

Larson Family Gift Fund

Harry & Pam Lienke

Donna Lovett & Deb Jones

Cori & Christopher Loyd

Lucille E Foundation

Dorthy Malin

Shirley McKinney

Susan & Brad Melnick

Charles & Carolyn Meyer

Laurie & Joseph Nemanich

Normandale Hylands United 
Methodist Church

Nuss Family/Nuss Truck  
& Equipment Donor  
Advised Fund

Officer Family Gift Fund

Peace Lutheran Church

Laura Perreault & Travis 
McDonald

Jean Petersen

Janet & Randal Pool

R. E. Purvis & Associates, Inc.

The RAK Charitable Fund

Rosborough Family Fund

Richard & Susan Rud

Ruth & Fred Sauer  
Charitable Fund

Schwain Charitable Account

SFM Mutual Insurance 
Company

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church

Tankenoff Families Foundation

Think Mutual Bank

Tradition Capital Bank

United Methodist Church  
of Peace

US Water Alliance

James & Lynn Wangen 
Charitable Fund

Westhoff Family Foundation

Andrew Winninger

Michael & Marikay Wolf

Wong McKhann Family Fund

Marvel & John Yager
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SUSTAINER’S CIRCLE 
MEMBERS
Sustainer’s Circle members 
give monthly, providing the 
dependable support that 
helps VEAP show up for our 
neighbors—every single day. 

Michele Abita

Dean & Martha Adolph

Dami Aduayi & Maggie 
Wahutu-Aduayi

Nobuhiko & Marilyn Akimoto

Mike & Jodi Alley

Susan Allison

Larry & Kathryn Anderson

Marnie & Adam Anderson

Julie Angeles

William & Beverly Bailey

Donald Banghart

Ronald & Jane Barnes

Debbie Belfry

Bette Bender

Patrick & Joni Bennett

Susan Bernard

Jean Beyer

Angel Bird

Lisa Bliven

Alan & Susan Bongaarts

Martin Borts

Joan Bowlin

Kristin Boynton

Shawn & Angela Brown

Ben Brown

Judy Buckley

Emily Burck

Mary Burgess

Steven Burnham & Lori 
Anderson-Burnham

Alina Campana

John Carlson

Janice Carter

Julie Casey

Jose & Marni Chamorro

Chaney Borkenhagen Fund

Paul & Barbara Chapman

Catherine Cheeseman

Rile Cherrey

Christopher Chow

Laura Christensen

Jill Christianson

Kevin & Patty Cole

Lee Cross

Rosalyn & Eugene Crossen

Gretchen Crow

Matthew Cutter

Lona Dallessandro

Colleen De Vries

Brian De Young

Judy Debruyne-Hodgson  
& William Hodgson

Pamela DeLaittre

Michael Devor

James DeVos & Michelle Sether

Karen & Chris Diller

Andrea Dittmer

Eileen & E. Michael Donegan

Sara & Andrew Drenner

Roma Duncan

Diane Dunlevy

Stephen & Ann Earl

Grant Ebeling

Stephanie Eicher

Marian Eisner & Richard Kessler

Pamela Endean &  
Colleen Carey

Annette & Rich Enroth

Michelle Erickson

James & Sylvia Farrells

Connie & Alan Felkner

Jeanne Femrite

Julia Fisher

Clark Flowers

Mary & Greg Froemming

Enneth Frohman

Laura & Jeff Gitchel

Bonnie Gjelhaug

Merlynne Goff

Nils Gokemeijer

James Goodman

Chris Gottlieb

Danielle Green

Elaine Grigg Dean

Emily Groepper

Diane Grossman

John Guderian

Helene Haapala

Abby Hagel

Jessica Hahn

Peter & Dorothy Hanson

Mary Hanson

Peter & Ruth Hanson

Emberly Hermann-Johnson

Marie Hicks

David & Carol Hobart

Kris Holm
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Louis & Anne Holzman

John Houle

Roger Howe

Richard & Lois Humbert

Richard & Linnea Huynh

Evan & Renee Jackson

Paul Jacobson & Diane  
Treat-Jacobson

James Jaffe

Rachel Jensen

Lynn Jensen

Mark Johnson

Sue Johnson

Brian & Lou Ann Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Laurie Johnson

Susan Johnson

Christine & Russell Jurek

Julie Kahlow

Maria & Jason Kalin

Dennis & Kay Kane

Lauren Keiser

Susan Kelly

Mary Kemen

Amy Kennedy

Paul & Kathleen Klis

Larry & Anne Klueh

Ryan Knox

Annabel Kornblum

Timothy & Deb Krieg

George Krueger

Marit Kvamme

Jennifer Lakin & Douglas 
Rabuzzi

Crystal & Mark Larson

Karen & Brandon Larson

Emily Lassiter

Michael & Bridget Lueck

Craig Lundeen

Eric & Shay Lunseth

Nathan Luscri

Diane & Don MacLennan

Kate Malczewski

Olivia Marcott

Gerald & Barbara Marick

Anne Marsnik

Robert & Joyce McBeath

Robert & Julie Meany

Kelsey Mevissen

Robert & Dode Miller

Jennifer & Justin Miller

Carol Moen

Kathleen Moench

Robert & Mary Moncur

Jon Morken

Emily Mortimer

Katie Muhlbach

Alice Nopola

Jan Nordstrom

Jeanne Norrgard

Jessica Oak

Virginia Olsen

Nick Olson

Roger & Verla Olson

Jackie Osking

Johanna Osman

Ann Osterhus

Jen Pacyga

Melissa Palank

James & Lynn Palin

Donald & Kathleen Park

Andrea & Jason Patnoude

Robert & Kimberly Pederson

Mark & Celine Perkins

Susan Perko

Laura Perreault &  
Travis McDonald

Nick & Krystle Piazza

Kristin Pierskalla

Maija Pierson

Jack & Patricia Pointer

Linda Porter

William Preston

Jacqueline Prince

Dorothy Queen

Katie Ramos

Matthew Rasmussen

Molly Reilly

Oscar Reyes-Torres

Jessica Rice

Mary Richter

Dan & Diane Ritter

Adam & Michelle Roberts

Emily Roberts

Paige Rohman & Charles 
Stroebel

Philip & Sheryl Rose

Roger Rose

Susan Rosenberg

Mallory Ruppert &  
Shawn Rickett

Terry & Cathy Rutter

Anne & Tom Salmen

Elizabeth Sanborn
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David & Cheryl Scadlock

Robin Schreder

Laura Schreiner

Helene Schultz

Anne & Paul Scoggin

Mark & Dorlin Seaquist

John Servais

James & Julie Seward

Yvonne & Kent Shafer

Kathryn Silverstein

Shelley Simmonds

Dee Smith

Gary & Linda Smith

Jennie & Christopher Smith

Tyler Smith

Kirk & Stephanie Spencer

Timothy & Ellen Spika

Reidun & Kenneth Stack

Suzanne & Joseph Stenglein

George & Janet Stevens

Andrew & Michele Stockinger

Brian & Traci Strittmater

James Sturdevant

Dennis Sultany

Bradley Sveum

Sten Taracks

Kelly Taschler

Teasdale Family Trust  
Giving Account

Shane Thielges

Linda & Mark Thiltgen

Emily Thompson

Lynda Thompson

David Toht & Rebecca 
Anderson

Sabrina & Bruce Tormoen

Amanda & Ricky  
Traut-Kueper

Ben & Mary Trevor

Kelly Tritz

Michael & Carol Tveite

Nicholas & Courtney  
Tygesson

Gaye Unger

Dan Vahle

Kathy Vaughan

Jason & Maggie Vecchio

Gary Virta

Sara Voigts

Amy Wagner

Jonathan & Maricarol  
Wallace

Andrew & Mollie Wallis

Rexi & Steve Warner

Steve Wentworth

Sharon Wildfang

Monica Williams

Steven Williams & Dan  
Gardner

Paige Winebarger

Tammy Wood-Behnke

Kathy Zanner

Alexandra Zayed

Thank you to all our 
2025 donors—your 
generosity, in every 
amount, made a real 
and lasting impact in 

our community.
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$9.18 of every $10 donated 
goes directly to programming 

 
Audited financial reports at: 
veap.org/about/financials

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2025 FISCAL YEAR 

REVENUE
ASSETS

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents 
Inventories 
Accounts Receivable 
Grants Receivable 
Prepaid Expenses 
Property & Equipment (net) 
 
TOTAL ASSETS

Total Liabilities 
Total Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 
Total Unrestricted Net Assets 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

VEAP held our annual gala, A Place at the 
Table, in the fall of 2025, one of our most 
successful to date. Hundreds of people 

gathered together to support our mission 
of increased access to healthy food and 

stable housing.

 $4,018,262 
$245,550 

$22,252 
$105,569 
$102,838 

$4,141,272 
 

$8,635,742

$3,533,156 
$0 

$5,102,587 
 

$8,635,742Individuals 
57%

Miscellaneous 
Revenue 
2%

Corporate 
8%

Foundations 
6%

Agency/Government 
16%

Faith Communities 
4%

Rent/Lease 
8%

EXPENSES

Food & 
Basic 
Needs 
Program 
81%

Fundraising 
3%

Management & 
Administration 

5%

Social Services 
Program 

10%
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9600 Aldrich Avenue South 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420
veap.org  •  952.888.9616

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN
To make a gift or learn more about 

partnership opportunities, contact us at 
donations@veap.org or visit  

veap.org/ways-to-give




